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New & Emerging Trends in Philanthropy: 
Exploring the Toolkit
Presented by Charities Aid Foundation

Jane Wales, President and Founder of the Global Philanthropy Forum, opened this session by 
noting a few recent trends in philanthropy:

� High net worth philanthropy is growing – and its getting
younger.

� Inequality is an increasing problem and a significant 
threat.

� Traditional boundaries have gone: multi-disciplinary, 
multi-sectoral approaches are the order of the day, 
and the boundaries between the social and private 
sectors are blurring.

� Innovation is coming from unexpected places.

Chid Liberty
Wales then introduced Chid Liberty, founder of Liberty and 
Justice, the first fair trade social enterprise in Liberia, which
trains women to work in the garment industry and which 
now employs 300 women. Following the end of the civil 
war in Liberia, he said, unemployment was running at 
around 80 per cent. There was an urgent need for 
investment to create jobs, but traditional investors wouldn’t 
take the risk. Foundations were the first to invest in Liberty
and Justice, and their funding brought in others. 

Subsequently, it has been able to attract market-rate investment. But, he stressed, this wouldn’t 
have happened without foundation money to start the process. He mentioned one unintended 
side-effect: between 25 and 30 per cent of the women working in the factory had subsequently 
got divorced. Many of these had been married either as children or very young; with a new sense 
of affirmation from their work, they were reclaiming their identity.

Lucia Dellagnelo
Philanthropy has changed, believes Lucia Dellagnelo, of
Brazil’s Greater Florianopolis Community Foundation 
(ICOM). It is a way of making your mark, no matter what 
approach you take. When ICOM began, there were no 
donors in Brazil and they needed to engage people in 
community issues. This often meant doing things 
community foundations don’t usually do, like building 
houses. 
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